[Polarization of eggs and embryos: some common principles].
Embryonic development depends on the establishment of polarities which define the axial characteristics of the body. In a small number of cases such as the embryo of the fly drosophila, developmental axes are established well before fertilization while in other organisms such as the nematode worm C. elegans these axes are set up only after fertilization. In most organisms the egg posesses a primary (A-V, Animal-Vegetal) axis acquired during oogenesis which participates in the establishment of the embryonic axes. Such is the case for the eggs of ascidians or the frog Xenopus whose AV axes are remodelled by sperm entry to yield the embryonic axes. Embryos of different species thus acquire an anterior end and a posterior end (Antero-Posterior, A-P axis), dorsal and ventral sides (D-V axis) and then a left and a right side.